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ing. His estimate of what, on this question, 
the vote of the German university facul- 
ties, as at present constituted, would be, in 
comparison with that of the faculties of the 
Prussian universities in 1869, is not fanciful. 
The German gymnasium, in its present form, 
continues to exist only through artificial help ; 
it is an instance of the principle of protection 
applied to institutions of learning, the 
privilege of admission to the public service 
taking the place of tariff or bounty. " Ich ver- 
lange einstweilen im Namen Tausender 
nichts anderes, als einzig die Abschaflfung 
der humanistischen Gymnasialreife als allein- 
igen Passe-partout zu den Universitaten und 
Staatspriifungen, nur diesen einen Federstrich! 
Alle Schulen konnen von Staats wegen zu- 
nachst genau so bleiben wie sie sind. Man 
gebe nur Freiheit der Wahl. Das Ubrige 
bricht sich dann von selbst Bahn" (p. 38). In 
the remaining ten pages the author suggests 
what this " Ubrige " will be. 

A. Lodeman. 
Ypsilanti, Mich. 



BRIEF MENTION. 

The Sixth Annual Convention of the Modern 
Language Association of America will 
be held at the Law School of the Universi- 
ty of Cincinnati (Ohio), on December 26, 27 
and 28, 1888. Papers will be presented by 
Professor Walter and Dr. McCabe (Univ. 
of Michigan), Profs, von Jagemann (Indiana 
University), Schilling (Wittenberg College), 
Gerber (Earlham College), Page (Univ. of 
the South), Zdanowicz (Vanderbilt), Cohn 
(Harvard), Todd (Johns Hopkins), Primer 
and Shepherd (College of Charleston), Gar- 
nett (Univ. of Virginia), and by a number of 
others. A circular will be issued shortly, 
giving particulars as to hours of meeting, 
general rendez-vous for members, social 
features, railroad rates, etc., etc. All those 
intending to be present and desiring special 
information as to the arrangements made for 
the accommodation and entertainment of 
guests, should send in their names as early as 
possible to Professor J. M. Hart, Univ. of 
Cincinnati, marking the envelope : For the 
Local Committee of the M. L. A. All inquiries 
concerning the presentation of papers should 



be addressed to the Secretary, Prof. A. M. 
Elliott, Johns Hopkins University, Balti- 
more, Md., who will refer the subject to the 
proper committee. 

Under the heading of" Select French Texts ' 
we have a ' Choix de Contes de Daudet,' 
edited, with notes, by Prof. W. Price (Boston : 
Charles H. Kilborn). They are four of the 
brightest stories of the author, chosen from 
among his 'Contes du Lundi,' pleasantly 
annotated and in convenient shape. We 
notice in press two other pamphlets belonging 
to the series: 'Choix d'Extraits de Daudet,' 
by the same editor, and Souvestre's ' Con- 
fessions d'un Ouvrier,' prepared by Prof. 
Super. 

Dr. von Reinhardstottner contributes 
to the Jahrbuch fur Mibichener Geschichte 
an interesting notice of the first German 
translation of Castiglione's ' Cortegiano,' 
published at Burghausen in 1565. The trans- 
lator, Laurenz Kratzer, " Mautzahler," 
holds faithfully to the original text and con- 
trols the vernacular with considerable skill. 
A comparison of the language of his translation 
with that of a translation made in 1593 reveals 
the progress of the German language in the 
last half of the sixteenth century. Late in the 
seventeenth century, 1694, a third rendering of 
the Italian classic appeared at Frankfort-on- 
the-Main. 

The last session of the Amherst Summer 
School of Languages was an interesting one in 
several respects. The introduction of the 
study of phonetics along with the other higher 
work in early English and French was an im- 
portant feature, and had a marked effect upon 
the teachers in attendance. Through them it 
will doubtless contribute its share towards 
raising the standard of Modern Language work 
throughout the country. The critical study of 
' Faust ' and ' Nathan der Weise ' was another 
valuable feature. The fact that there are so 
many " native " teachers at this summer school 
shows the stress which is there laid upon living 
language ; but it is equally gratifying to ob- 
serve that the higher linguistic and literary 
phases of the study are not neglected. 

The patrons of Modern Language Notes 
will find many hints and useful suggestions 
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relative to literary work in a bright periodical, 
The Writer, a monthly magazine designed to 
interest and help all literary workers, edited by 
William H. Hills and Robert Luce. Price, 
$1.00. Address : The Writer, Boston, Mass. 
The editors have labored thus far (vol. ii) in 
accordance with their judicious maxim : 
' ' Articles must be plain , practical and helpful , ' ' 
and have achieved thereby a well deserved 
success. All who are connected with publica- 
tions of any kind must be thankful for the good 
this little journal is doing in lessening the labor 
of the type-setter and proof-reader, and increas- 
ing the comfort of the writer and general 
reader. 

Another cheering sign of development in 
the study of modern languages comes to us 
from North Carolina. In connection with the 
Teachers' Association of that State, a Modern 
Language Association has been formed whose 
object is to discuss and improve methods of 
studying and teaching English, French and 
German, etc. The officers elected were : 
President, Prof. Thomas Hume (University 
of North Carolina) ; Vice-President, Prof. W. 
S. Currell (Davidson College); Secretary and 
Treasurer, W. A. Blair (Winston) ; Execu- 
tive Committee, in addition to the above 
named, Dr. R. H. Lewis (Kinetors) and P. P. 
Claxton (Asheville). Goethe's Faust, one 
of the Old English Poems, and Methods of 
Teaching English, are the subjects to be 
studied and reported on at the session of 1889. 
We greet with special pleasure this new organ- 
ization and augur for it great success in awak- 
ening an interest for modern language work 
throughout the Old North State. 

A deprint from the Romania (vol. xvii) by Pio 
Rajna treats of Italian proper names which 
were derived from heroes of the Arthurian 
legends during the twelfth century. In a 
Latin document of 1122 appears an Artusius 
of Rovero, a form which must have been 
borrowed from the French minstrels, since 
Nennius gives only Arturus. Many other 
Arthurs are found in later writings to attest the 
popularity of the chief of the Round Table. 
Of the knights, Gawain (Galvanus) appears 
earliest in Italian charters, though he is soon 
followed by others, until in the thirteenth cen- 
tury there is hardly a noble family of Italy but 



has drawn a favorite name from the tales of 
Celtic Britain. Hence Prof. Rajna concludes 
that there was an earlier introduction of the 
Breton cycle into Italy than has generally been 
supposed. As is usual with this distinguished 
Romance scholar, the notes which accompany 
the text of his remarks furnish abundant and 
valuable material for the social and literary 
history of the times. — In the number 67 of the 
Romania, Prof. Rajna avails himself of new 
material, finding the name Artusius in a charter 
of the year ni4and Walwanns in a document 
of the year 1136. 

By arrangement with the house of Hachette 
the English translation of ' Les Grands Ecri- 
vains Francais ' (Mod. Lang. Notes iii, cols. 
46 and 475) is undertaken by Prof. M. B. 
Anderson, already known in this field as the 
translator of Hugo's 'Shakespeare' (Chicago: 
A. C. McClurg & Co.). Three volumes of the 
American edition have already appeared : 
Boissier's 'Mme deSeVigneV Sorel's ' Mon- 
tesquieu ' and Caro's ' George Sand.' It is 
no easy task to render in a foreign tongue the 
sentences of such masters of the French acad- 
emic style, a style pregnant in its conciseness 
and thoroughly traditional ; yet the translator 
has overcome many of the obstacles which con- 
fronted him. It is always a question whether, in 
translations, fidelity to the text should or should 
not interfere with idiomatic freedom of ex- 
pression. Prof. Anderson has ventured to 
take but little liberty with the great names that 
have signed these essays and in consequence 
the English reader is ever conscious of 
the French original. In but few cases how- 
ever does this likeness amount to an absolute 
Gallicism. A great improvement over the 
French edition is the detailed table of contents 
prefixed to each monograph, and in the volume 
on Montesquieu a full index, which facilitates 
greatly its use by students of history and 
politics. Needless to say that, in common 
with all the publications of this house, the 
series is attractive in print and binding, supe- 
rior in these respects to the Hachette edition, 
which it also exceeds in size by from thirty to 
fifty pages a volume. 

As a popular introduction to the attractive 
study of the etymological meaning of words, 
Archbishop Trench's lectures ' On the Study 
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of Words ' have never been surpassed ; they 
have indeed never been equalled. This little 
book has removed the scales from many eyes, 
and to many minds imparted that new sense 
for the perception of the " fossil poetry, ethics 
and history ' ' imbedded in words which before 
were regarded merely as "counters." The 
inherent interest of the subject has nowhere as 
here been adorned with graces of style that 
impart an almost idyllic character to the treat- 
ment. The writer's geniality of mind and 
heart pervades every page and steals into the 
very being of the reader, opening up new 
avenues of sympathy, new vistas of moral 
beauty ; it also quickens admiration for the 
patient toil of research, and reveals a high 
standard for the application of the results of 
minute knowledge to the generous uses of all 
mankind. It would be of interest to know how 
many special students of language could trace 
to the influence of these pages some of those 
first impulses that help to determine the 
career of one's life. We are glad, therefore, 
to announce that the future usefulness of this 
well-known book is not to be hindered by 
reason of a lack of such corrections as the 
lapse of time has made necessary, for the 
Clarendon Press has just issued a corrected 
edition prepared by Mr. A. L. Mayhew. The 
reviser, at the cost of considerable labor, has 
removed erroneous etymologies, and in foot- 
notes judiciously discussed difficult points 
and supplied references to recent authorities. 

Under the general title of " Legendes Fran- 
caises," The Modern Language Publishing 
Company is bringing out in cheap form a 
series of French texts for school use, of which 
the following have already appeared : ' Robert 
le Diable,' ' Le bon roi Dagobert,' and 
' Merlin 1' Enchanteur,' all edited by B. Meras. 
The distinctive feature of these texts is that 
two forms of a large number of the construc- 
tions, one correct, the other incorrect, are 
inserted in parentheses, the student being 
required to choose between the two. In every 
case he is aided by an appropriate reference to 
the editor's ' Syntaxe pratique de la langue 
francaise.' An appendix contains the forms 
of all the irregular verbs occurring in the text. 

To their numerous other collections of 
French Plays Messrs. Henry Holt & Co. have 



undertaken to add a new series entitled 
"French Plays for Girls," the first number of 
which is made up of 'Trois Comedies pour 
jeunes filles,' par Lemercier de Neuville. 
These plays are intended to be acted by the 
pupils, and are accompanied by full directions 
for their stage setting and other management. 
For such guidance, "on n'a pas toujours un 
com^dien sous la main, et on h^site a 1' intro- 
dtiire dans les pensions ou dans les couvents." 
Messrs. Allyn & Bacon of Boston republish 
in larger type and every way attractive form 
Chardenal's excellent and well-known ' First 
French Course.' In addition to extreme clear- 
ness in the statement of rules and explanations, 
the superiority of Chardenal consisted in a 
genius for the accumulation of easy, fresh, 
abundant and sensible material for practice. 
A comparison of the new edition with the old 
reveals a few slight changes. A chapter on 
pronunciation has been prefixed, and a new 
series of extracts for translation introduced. 

To the worker in no other department of 
language investigation are the results of re- 
search in Comparative Grammar of more 
service than to the advanced scholar in the 
modern European idioms ; here he must con- 
stantly recognize the fact that he is keeping 
guard over only one end of a line of linguistic 
phenomena that often have their origin in the 
very beginnings of Indo-European speech. To 
trace the delicate threads of phonetic and 
morphological connection that bind existing 
products to the formative period of language, 
he has need at every step of his progress to 
avail himself of the labors of the comparative 
philologian, and it is with special pleasure, 
therefore, that we would call the attention of 
our readers to a translation into English of one 
of the most important works that have appear- 
ed on the subject of general grammar : ' Ele- 
ments of the Comparative Grammar of the 
Indo-European Languages ' by Karl Brug- 
mann. Vol. I, Introduction and Phonology. 
Translated from the German by Joseph 
Wright, Ph. D. (B. Westermann & Co., 838 
Broadway, N. Y. Price, $5.00). Many of our 
modern language professors are of course 
familiar with this treatise in the original, but 
in its present dress it is made easy of access 
for a larger number of persons, and it is to be 
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hoped that earnest scholars on the specially 
linguistic side of the modern languages will 
not fail to broaden their views by a careful 
reading of those parts of it that bear upon 
their work. These are particularly the Greek, 
Italic and Germanic divisions. Every investi- 
gator of the forms and sounds of the modern 
idioms should keep it at his elbow as a con- 
stant companion for reference and consultation. 
One of the most interesting developments 
connected with research in phonetics is the 
result that has followed in the application of 
phonetic principles to the elementary study of 
language. The legitimate outgrowth of scien- 
tific method has here been illustrated in its 
fullest sense by the establishment of a novel 
and efficacious factor in the practical acqui- 
sition of language. For the use of the phonetic 
method in learning elementary French, the 
late lamented Felix Franke, in his ' Phrases 
de tous les jours,' opened up a new vista 
through the puzzling pedagogical material 
belonging to this subject ; Paul Passy follow- 
ed with 'Le francais parley in which the 
variety of topics was increased, clearness and 
exactness of the transcription improved, a 
methodical gradation of exercises presented 
with an insight which characterizes the labor 
of an experienced philosophical teacher. To 
these valuable helps, the instructor must now 
add ' Neufranzosische Formenlehre nach 
ihrem Lautstande dargestellt ' von E. Kosch- 
wiTz(Oppeln, Eugen Franck's Buchhandlung), 
a small octavo brochure of thirty-four pages. 
This is a skeleton of French grammar built up 
according to a rigid system of phonetic tran- 
scription and admirably adapted, as a begin- 
ner's hand-book, for acquiring the fundamental 
principles of the grammar. The author 
modestly calls it a Versuch which has been 
made in response to the sentiment, "dassder 
fremdsprachliche Unterricht auf phonetischer 
Grundlage aufzubauen sei und erst von der 
Erkenntnis der gesprochenen Sprache zur 
Erlernung der geschriebenen Sprache und 
ihrer Ortographie fortzuschreiten habe." It 
contains simply the grammar forms with 
illustrations, but without extended exercises. 
History is one of the most valuable aids to 
the study of the literature of a people ; every 
great writer is in a measure the reflex of the 



civilization of his country, and factors of this 
civilization must be sought for in the gradual 
intellectual development of his race. It is of 
interest to the student of French literature 
especially, that Prof. R. H. Dabnev, of Indi- 
ana University, has given us a small octavo 
volume of 297 pages on 'The Causes of the 
French Revolution,' which presents in a clear 
and forcible manner the trend of events, from 
the middle ages, that culminated in this, the 
most extraordinary moral upheaval in the an- 
nals of the Christian era. The author, after 
referring to the brilliant services of Blanc, 
Mignet, Michelet, Carlyle, von Sybel and 
Taine, shows that these writers have omitted 
certain " points of the gravest importance " 
in connection with this subject, and to supply 
this deficiency is the object of the present work. 
It is based on a series of lectures deliver- 
ed, in 1886, before the faculty and students of 
Washington and Lee University (Lexington, 
Va.). To the early worker, particularly, in the 
fundamental activities of French literary pro- 
duction of the eighteenth century, this careful, 
comprehensive treatment of the French Revo- 
lution cannot fail to be valuable. 

Evidence of the enterprise and intensive 
spirit of modern scholarship cannot be more 
clearly shown than in the numerous university 
publications that are springing up in our lead- 
ing institutions. For all departments of lan- 
guage, the manifestation of this new life is 
particularly gratifying and deserves the recog- 
nition and support of every earnest worker. 
In one of these new Series, Studies in Classi- 
cal Philology, published by Cornell University, 
we would call attention to No. II, 'Analogy, 
and the Scope of its Application in Language,' 
by Benjamin Ide Wheeler. The author has 
here classified in a lucid and succinct manner 
the typical phenomena of this powerful princi- 
ple in human speech, and has given us a sum- 
mary of results in the application of it to the 
"method of the modern science of language" 
which ought to be in the hands of every young 
student of linguistics. The experienced philo- 
logian will find in it nothing that is new, but an 
admirable presentation of the subject drawn 
from a mass of material that is not within reach 
of everyone. The special merit of the brochure 
consists in the emphasis given to the psycho- 
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logical factor in classifications ; contrary to 
Paul's "stoffliche und formale Gruppen " (Prin- 
cipien,' p. 85) which concern alone the results 
of analogy, the author insists on the proposi- 
tion that "The only satisfactory basis of 
classification will be that which arranges the 
resultant forms according to the psychological 
activities which produce them " (p. 7). To this 
excellent monograph of forty-three octavo 
pages, is added a useful selected bibliography, 
arranged chronologically, containing short 
characterizations of most of the works cited. 
Price, 30 cents. 

The Clarendon Press has published 'A Con- 
cise Dictionary of Middle English from A. D. 
IT50 to 1580,' by A. L. Mayhew and Walter 
VV. Skeat. It might be supposed, from the 
title, that the unfinished dictionary by Matz- 
ner and the deficient one by Stratmann 
have now been superseded by a work that, 
though "concise" in its arrangement, is yet 
within reasonable limits a complete record of 
the vocabulary of Middle English literature. 
A moment's attention, however, to the editor- 
ial Preface is sufficient to make perfectly clear 
the scope and character of this new volume. 
It will be found that the editors have been 
content to combine into one whole the sep- 
arate glossaries to eleven publications in the 
Clarendon Press Series ; the glossaries, name- 
ly, of the three volumes of 'Specimens of 
Early English,' of three books of extracts from 
Chaucer, of two containing parts of Wyclif's 
Bible, of one containing part of Piers the Plow- 
man, of Hampole's Psalter, and of The Tale 
of Gamelyn. This material, which represents 
the bulk of the volume, is further supplemented 
by forms and illustrations drawn from various 
other texts, dictionaries and glossaries. No 
claim is therefore put forth for completeness, 
but the adoption of certain principles of con- 
densation has enabled the editors to bring 
within the compass of a handy volume a large 
and useful list of defined Middle English 
words. No student of Middle English will 
want to be without it, though it will occasion 
some vexation to find a considerable number 
of Chaucerian words omitted, even such as 
are recorded and defined in Matzner — an 



unwilling charge against editors that have 
adopted their "Main Words" from "the most 
typical forms and spellings of the period of 
Chaucer and Piers Plowman." It is of suffi- 
cient interest and importance to add, upon the 
authority of Prof. Skeat's foot-note to the 
Preface, that Mr. Henry Bradley is prepar- 
ing for the Clarendon Press "a new and 
thoroughly revised edition of Stratmann's 
Dictionary." 



PERSONAL. 

W. E. Simonds has been appointed Instruc- 
tor in English at Cornell University. Mr. 
Simonds graduated at Brown University in 
1883. After teaching for two years in the Prov- 
idence High School, he went to Germany in 
1885 to pursue advanced work in English and 
related subjects. A semester at Berlin under 
Scherer aud Zupitza was followed by a two 
years' course at Strasburg in the departments 
of ten Brink, Martin and Grober. In the 
spring of the present year Mr. Simonds pre- 
sented to the Faculty at Strasburg a disserta- 
tion on " Sir Thomas Wyatt and his Poems," 
which won for him the degree of Doctor of 
Philosophy. This dissertation is soon to 
appear in printed form. 

George A. Hench, Fellow in German at 
the Johns Hopkins University, is preparing a 
critical edition of the Old High German 
" Monsee Fragments." During the past sum- 
mer Mr. Hench visited Vienna and Hanover, 
where the manuscript fragments are kept, and 
secured his own copy of the transmitted text. 
His edition will also comprise a grammatical 
treatise on the phonology, inflection and syn- 
tax of the text, and an exhaustive glossary. 

A. W. Long is now the Professor of 
English at Wofford College, Spartanburg, S. 
C. Mr. Long was graduated at the University 
of North Carolina (Chapel Hill) in 1885, per- 
forming during a part of his senior year the 
duties of Instructor in English. For the next 
two years he held the chair of History and 
English Literature at Trinity College, N. C, 
and then resigned the office, and spent a year 
in pursuing advanced courses in English at the 
John Hopkins University. 
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